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Primary or 

contributory 

industries 
import money.

Consumptive or 

dependent industries 

use and consume this 

money.

Growth in size 

depends upon the 

amount of money 

flowing into the area.  

Growth in quality 

depends upon the 

wage level of the 

primary industries.
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Characteristics of Primary Employers

ÇSell goods and services outside the 

economy, importing money to the area.

ÇGeographic location influences operating 

costs, thus profitability.

ÇSince their market is not local, they do not 

have to be in an area to sell their product.

ÇThey will move when it is unprofitable to be 

located in an area.
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Economic Strength

The long term tendency for 

an area to consistently 

grow in both 

size and quality.

Economic Strength

The long term tendency for 

an area to consistently 

grow in both 

size and quality.

Economic Strength

23 Factors Measured

Consistency + 

Size & Quality

2009 Ten Strongest Metropolitan Areas

1 Houston-Sugar Land-Baytown, TX (MSA)

2 Washington-Arlington -Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV (MSA)

3 Charlotte-Gastonia-Concord, NC-SC (MSA)

4 Dallas-Fort Worth -Arlington, TX (MSA)

5 Nashville-Davidson-Murfreesboro-Franklin, TN (MSA)

6 Madison, WI (MSA)

7 Denver-Aurora -Broomfield, CO (MSA)

8 San Diego-Carlsbad-San Marcos, CA (MSA)

9 Kansas City, MO-KS (MSA)

10 Salt Lake City, UT (MSA)


